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Clash or Dialogue?

New comparative study on national approaches to "intercultural dialogue" in the EU 

The European Union is funding a 6 month comparative study on National Approaches and Practices in the EU on Intercultural Dialogue. The study will be undertaken by the European Institute for Comparative Cultural Research (ERICarts) in collaboration with experts from across Europe specializing in the fields of culture, education, youth and sports. Results will be available in Summer 2007. 

The purpose of the study is to present information on:
· main public and private actors involved in the promotion of intercultural dialogue and their main challenges; 
· legislative and policy/regulatory frameworks concerning multicultural affairs and intercultural dialogue (e.g., in integration policies; culture; education; sports and youth policies) and
· strategies, important projects and so-called "good practices" in this domain.
An important aspect of the project will be to make recommendations for action within the planned EU Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008, for which a budget of EURO 10 million has been reserved. 
The study will benefit from national and pan-European initiatives which promote intercultural dialogue as well as from regional dialogue in e.g. the Mediterranean Sea Region or the Nordic Region. The study will also reflect on the experiences gained within the Council of Europe / ERICarts information system "Compendium of Cultural Policies and Trends in Europe", where experts from 38 countries have been studying culture sector approaches to intercultural dialogue over the past two years. Results of their work are presented in the new edition on http://www.culturalpolicies.net. 

Ritva Mitchell, President of the Board of Governors of the ERICarts Institute and Director of the Finnish cultural policy think tank CUPORE, stresses the political importance of the study and the involvement of many public, private and third sector actors: 

"At first, the term ' intercultural dialogue' may seem a little fluorescent. But if we take a closer look on the many practical initiatives and intellectual discourses connected with this concept, its value cannot be underestimated in the present international situation. Its spectrum reaches from inte​gration strategies for migrants from non-European cultures over intercultural educational efforts involving other minorities to the current debate about the value foundations of our society. An ultimate goal could be that, also within Europe, tensions around cultural or religious differences should be turned into a more respectful dialogue." 

Andreas Joh. Wiesand, Executive Director of the ERICarts Institute, points to the fact, that

"in different countries and Regions of Europe one finds also a different understanding of 'intercultural dialogue'. The study should be seen as a chance to learn from these differences. It will surely assist a realistic planning of the 'European year of intercultural dialogue 2008'. Actually, the ERICarts Institute itself with its trans-national construction involving experts from over 40 countries and with corresponding research and consultation activities could already be seen as an example for a successful intercultural dialogue."
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